2026 DFT National Recruitment

	Deanery/NHSE Local Office
	NHSE SW
	Deanery/NHSE Local Office website address
	 https://dental.southwest.hee.nhs.uk/

	Scheme Information
	Name of Scheme/Area
	Name of TPD
	Site and usual day for Educational Programme (Day Release)
	Start date

	
	
Devon and Coastal

	
Jenny Albiston
	
Exeter with occasional sessions online and in Plymouth, Taunton and Bristol
	
1st September 2026

	Geographical spread (towns usually included) Please note - Training practices for 2026 have not yet been appointed. Any information given on our website is for guidance only.
	
Locations of past and current DFT practices on the Devon and Coastal schemes are:

Bideford, Ilfracombe, Torrington, Salcombe, Exeter, Dawlish, Chulmleigh, Exmouth, Torbay, Sidmouth, Axminster and Plymouth.



	Local Allocation Process followed in 2026
(This may be subject to alteration for 2026).
	
Allocation to practices in 2026 will follow the national recruitment ranking system and FDs will be allocated to their practice depending on how they perform in the national ranking interviews. It is encouraged to visit as many practices as possible prior to ranking so you can meet the Educational Supervisors, see your surgery and meet your nurses.









	Overview
	The general dental practices of this scheme are geographically placed all over Devon. Close to Exeter and Plymouth; two vibrant and diverse University cities. Both cities have so much to offer from unique shops, bars, restaurants, cathedrals, architecture, surfing, sailing, concert venues, sporting venues, as well as being on the doorstep to idyllic countryside; Dartmoor and the superb north and south Devon coast lines.

Life in the South West is conducive to a positive work-life balance.

You are encouraged to visit the area so you can appreciate all that this part of the South West has to offer.

The Educational Supervisors on the Devon and Coastal scheme have a wealth of experience and welcome and support new graduates into general practice. 

Study days are mainly based in Exeter, either in a hotel setting or at the Dental Education Facility (DEF) and similarly when in Plymouth. Study days are both theory based and hands on. For practical reasons, some sessions are shared with other nearby schemes and travel to Plymouth, Bristol or Taunton is an expectation. 

Travel for study days are reimbursed. Travel to and from your practice is not. It is advantageous that you have use of a car to travel across the region.

 
An overnight residential with the whole region DFT schemes has recently been reintroduced.






Foundation dentists are paid according to the nationally agreed salary in each of the three UK countries involved in this nationally coordinated recruitment process:

· For England and Wales, the exact figure appears in the Statements of Financial Entitlement published periodically by the Departments of Health for England and Wales. For Northern Ireland this is published in the Statement of Dental Remuneration (SDR).
· Please note that the figure published and applicable at the date of application may not be the same as that in force at the time of starting in post. 

