2026 DFT National Recruitment

	Deanery/NHSE Local Office
	South West
	Deanery/NHSE Local Office website address
	South West - DFT Recruitment

	Scheme Information
	Name of Scheme/Area
	Name of TPD
	Site and usual day for Educational Programme (Day Release)
	Start date

	
	Bath and West

	Jane Tidmarsh
	study days will be held at various venues. FDs are advised to check their scheme timetable.  

	1st September 2026

	Geographical spread (towns usually included) Please note - Training practices for 2026 have not yet been appointed. Any information given on our website is for guidance only.
	Bath is one of England's most beautiful, elegant and historic cities, full of spectacular architecture, Georgian streets and has lovely surrounding countryside. It is also a fun place to spend time as it is a vibrant University city.   
The experienced and friendly trainers are there to provide the level of support that you need throughout your first year, enabling you to make the transition from working in a dental school to independent practice. A number of the trainers work part time at Bristol Dental Hospital and many have done a postgraduate clinical teaching course.    
The majority of practices are within a radius of 30 miles of Bath but a few are further away. Some of the practices are in small rural towns and while there is some public transport, it is often pretty limited and to be independent you may feel it essential to have your own transport. 



	Local Allocation Process followed in 2026
(This may be subject to alteration for 2026).
	Allocation to practices in 2026 will follow the national recruitment ranking system and FDs will be allocated to their practice depending on how they perform in the national ranking interviews. It is encouraged to visit as many practices as possible prior to ranking so you can meet the Educational Supervisors, see your surgery and meet your nurses.  



	Overview
	The Bath and West scheme is located in one of the most attractive areas of the country enjoying the mix of two university cities and beautiful countryside. Bath is one of England's elegant and historic cities, full of spectacular architecture, independent shops, and good restaurants. Bristol with its vibrant culture, harbourside and night life is only 15 minutes from Bath by train.  
The experienced and friendly educational supervisors are there to provide the level of support that you need throughout your first year, enabling you to make the transition from working in a dental school to independent practice. Several of the trainers have worked part time at Bristol Dental School so understand the concerns newly qualified dentists have and many have done a postgraduate clinical teaching course.  
The study days are a mix of either face to face or online study days. Throughout the year there are hands on courses in Endodontics, oral surgery and restorative dentistry which are always popular study days. Many of the FDs choose to work toward passing the MJDF examination during this year.  
In the first term we try to have face to face days at various venues mainly in Bristol or Bath sometimes joining with another scheme. This way a network of like-minded colleagues can be built to help support each other through the year and enjoy some good social events! These first term’s study days are aimed at helping the newly qualified dentist put into practice clinical skills already learnt and developing confidence in planning the wide range of treatments likely to be needed by patients in general practice. We have a wealth of good speakers from all areas of the profession who run the study day sessions as informal discussions so that we can focus on your needs, questions, and ideas. The second term continues to develop more advanced clinical skills, covers communication skills, and well being. FDs are expected to complete a community project and present a completed case.  
The majority of practices are within a radius of 35 miles of Bath, but a few are further away. Some of the practices are in small rural towns and while there is some public transport, it is often limited and to be independent you may feel it essential to have your own transport. 



Foundation dentists are paid according to the nationally agreed salary in each of the three UK countries involved in this nationally coordinated recruitment process:

· For England and Wales, the exact figure appears in the Statements of Financial Entitlement published periodically by the Departments of Health for England and Wales. For Northern Ireland this is published in the Statement of Dental Remuneration (SDR).
· Please note that the figure published and applicable at the date of application may not be the same as that in force at the time of starting in post. 

